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LEG BONES OP REPTILIAN FOWL AND OF NORMAL
Frontispiece

All leg-bones of the creepers are abnormally short, but the "crus" or drumstick is the
most severely affected. In the normal fowl the body is supported at this point by but a
single bone, the tibia, the fibula being represented by a small splint at the upper end. In the
"creepers" the fibula is complete and the tibia is much shortened and curved. In all birds
only the tibia is normally developed, and this character appears to be a reversion to a
reptilian type, for reptiles have both of these bones.


